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The villagers as a group possess certain cultural
peculiarities. One of my informants mentioned three
outstanding items to me : (i) that the villagers tend
to palatalize the words such as gon,jeu, etc., in speech,
(2) their women do not work on the farm, and (3) their
women always wear skirts even in the hot summer.
In these respects, they differ even from the people
from the nearest town, Chen Tse.

Those who are regarded as outsiders liave not been
culturally assimilated, I noticed their non-native
accent in speech and non-native way of dressing ; for
instance, the women in the medicine shop did not wear
skirts*

As long as the outsiders preserve their own linguistic
and cultural difference, and those are noticed by the
natives, they will live on more or less symbiotically in
the community. The distinction of natives and out-
siders is significant because it has been translated into
social relations. The fact that outsiders are all engaged
in special professions and possess no land is alone
sufficient to indicate that the distinction has far-reach-
ing economic consequences.

6. REASONS FOR SELECTING THE FIELD

The village as described is of interest in the following
respects.

(i) It has been one of the important centres of
domestic silk industry in China. The village can
therefore be taken as a representative case of the pro-
cess of change in Chinese industry ; the change has
been chiefly concerned with the substitution of the
factory for the domestic system and the social problems
rising therefrom. This is a general process, still going
on in China, and also has parallels in different parts of